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I am extremely angry as this is 
one of the worst holidays I have 
ever been on. I am a loyal 
customer of yours and I don't 
deserve to be treated like this. If 
I don't receive a £500 deposit 
from you I will be taking legal 
action as this shouldn't be how 
your travel packages are. 
If I do not receive this refund I 
will not be booking a holiday with 
you again and I will make sure I 
let a lot of people know about 
this. 
 

A B

female male 

75 

retired lawyer  

19 
student 

I require full reimbursement, 
within seven days, of the £1500 
paid for the holiday, plus €1000 
for the expenses detailed above, 
plus £1000 compensation for 
inconvenience and distress. 
In addition, I require 
compensation for physical and 
mental trauma, full details of 
which will be provided after my 
discharge from hospital, and 
when medical assessment of my 
condition has taken place. 
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Do you ever want to see your precious 
little girl again? Put $10,000 cash in 
a diaper bag. Put it in the green 
trash kan on the devil strip at corner 
18th and Carlson. Don’t bring anybody 
along. No kops!! Come alone! I’ll be 
watching you all the time. Anyone with 
you, deal is off and dautter is 
dead!!!  



A devil strip 





The Sony hack case 



Did the North Koreans 
hack Sony? 

Is there linguistic evidence to 
support the hypothesis that 
an L1 speaker of Korean 
wrote the emails sent by the 
hackers? 



23rd Nov 21st Dec 

58 137 143 44 82 205 142 120 61 79 153 72 48 

Warning: We've already warned you, and this is just a 
beginning. We continue till our request be met. We've 
obtained all your internal data including your secrets 
and top secrets.   
If you don't obey us, we'll release data shown below to 
the world. Determine what will you do till November the 
24th, 11:00 (GMT) 

Gift of GOP for 3rd day Financial data of Sony 
Pictures 
Anyone who loves peace can be our member. 
Please tell your mind at the email address below if 
you share our intention. 
Peace comes when you and I share one intention! 

We are preparing for you a Christmas gift. 
The gift will be larger quantities of data.  
And it will be more interesting. 
The gift will surely give you much more pleasure and 
put Sony Pictures into the worst state. 



Please tell your mind 
 
 
If continued wrongdoings 
 
 
Into the worst state 

determine what will you do 
till November the 24th. 
 
The news with The Interview 
fully acquaints us  
 
 
Today more interesting data 
will be presented for you. 

this is just a beginning. 
 
we'll release data shown below 
 
The result of investigation by FBI  

Non-standard use of articles 

Non-standard use of prepositions 

Non-standard collocations 



We continue until your request be met 
 
 
We will clearly show it to you at the very time and places 
“The Interview” be shown 

uninflected BE in passive subordinate clause 
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UNINFLECTED BE 
FREQUENCY PER HUNDRED THOUSAND WORDS  

International Corpus of Learners of 
English 

International Corpus Network of 
Asian Learners of English 

4.3 million words 



8.9 billion words of geo-coded tweets for USA in 2014 
(980 million tweets, 7 million users) 

about 3 billion words of geo-coded tweets for UK in 2014 
almost ready for analysis 



https://qz.com/862325/the-great-american-word-mapper/  
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Hunting paedophiles   













Linguistic variable ~ Gender + Age + Occupation + Ethnicity +  …  

Variable rule analysis including geographical information 

Features 

+ Region 



Features 

Which features? 

Rarest frequent words and phrases? 

Known alternations? 

Only if they present a pattern? 

How computationally complex is this problem, given the number 
of possible words and phrases and sociolinguistics factors? 
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